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Dear Brethren and Sisters : 


The pastor, elders and deacons of the First Presbyterian 
Church, regretting that the urgencies of business upon them 
and you, prevent that personal family converse which we so 
much desire, avail ourselves of this method of expressing our 
concern for your prosperity in soul and body, and that of all 
‘near and dear unto you, and of assuring you of our continued 
and earnest prayer on your behalf, ee you may grow in grace 
unto the measure of the stature of perfect men and women in 
Christ Jesus. To this end, both the goodness and the severity 
of God are intended to co-operate. 

During the year now closing, the Lord has graciously pre- 
served our church from the prevailing epidemic of small pox; 
no family of the congregation, so far as known, having been vis- 
ited by that disease. The Lord has also been pleased to spare 
us in life, save one dear young sister, who entered early into 
rest from active labor for Jesus; and, for the most part, in 
health sufficient for our daily duties. With our fellow citizens 
we share the goodness of our God in the peace, plenty and pros- 
perity of our beloved country, of which our city enjoys a consid- 
erable portion—far beyond our deservings. The blessed gospel 
of the grace of God is still proclaimed to us every Sabbath; the 
ordinances of Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper, are statedly pre- 
sented to us, and to our children; and the promise of our Lord 
to be present where two or three are assembled in his name, is 
ours; and its fulfillment is experienced by those believers who 
attend ,the prayer meetings, and who maintain family worship. 


But we must confess with shame, as a church, that our returns 
of gratitude have not corresponded to the goodness of our God. 
In some cases, the family worship has leen hurriedly and for- 
mally offered, or even perhaps crowded out of mind altogether 
by the claims of the world, to the great hurt of the whole fam. 
ily thus deprived of their daily spiritual food. In some families 
children have been kept without Baptism till the angel of death 
hovered over the dwelling. Some members of the church who, 
when received, solemnly covenanted with God and the Church 
that they would regularly attend its meetings for worship, have 
not been seen by Christ, either at prayer meeting, public wor- 
ship or communion for months past; and when invited to return 
to the performance of their duty have replied with frivolous ex- 
cuses, which will not stand a moment in God’s sight, and have 
manifested no repentance for the guilt of their broken vows; 
thereby giving Satan an advantage against them to bind them 
in his snare, and lead them into open transgression. Some fam- 
ilies God has visited with sore bereavements and afflictions, the 
chastisements of our Father’s hand, leading to repentance; and, 
if thus improved, to revival. We would earnestly beseech you 
to lay these things seriously to heart, lest if we continue to ne- 
glect the plain duties which we have so solemnly vowed to per- 
form, the Lord withdraw his Holy Spirit from us, and leave us 
and our children to take our portion with the unbelievers. Let 
each examine himself whether he has left his first love. Let 
each ask: ‘‘Am I fulfilling my duty to Him who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me?” 

Dear brethren, do we not greatly need the revival of God’s 
work in our souls? Do we not desire God’s converting grace 
for the youth of our congregation? And are there not many of 
our neighbors, and of our dear friends, going openly down the 
broad road to ruin, whom nothing but the omnipotent grace of 
God can save? Then let us arise and stir ourselves up to call 
vpon God, Blessed be His name, He is now hearing prayer, 
and reviving saints, and converting sinners in other cities: yea, 
eyen in our own city. He is no respecter of persons or of 
places, but heareth the cry of the humble. Jesus has said that 
what we agree to ask the Father in His name, He will do it for 
us. Let us then with one heart return unto the Lord, and pray 


that he would graciously revive us. 


We h»pe to enjoy the communion of the Lord’s Supper, on 
the second Sabbath of January, 1877. Our experience of past 
communion seasons warrants us in expecting the presence of the 
King at his table, freely bestowing upon us the cup of the re- 
mission of sins, and,the bread of life.for our souls. In our 
Father’s house there is bread enough, and to spare, for all poor 
hungry starving souls. Will you not carry the good news to 
some poor Christless one, spending his money for that which is 
not bread, and his labor for that which satisfieth not; and tell 
him that Jesus says, ‘‘ Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest;” and assure him of a cor- 
diai welcome to Christ’s heart:and house. 

On every evening of the week from Sabbath the 7th, to Sabbath 
the 14th of January, there will be a gospel meeting in the, First 
Presbyterian Chu:ch. After the preaching of the word of*sal- 
vation, and the prayers of the church, the pastor, elders and 
deacons will be happy to meet with enquirers in the pastor’s 
study. We earnestly invite your attendance, and that of any 
of.your friends whom you can persuade to accompany you. 
We are especially desirous that all the childreu and youth of 
the Sabbath School should be present, and that no ordinary 
excuses shall stand as stumbling blocks in their way to the 
means of salvation; for we share the persuasion of many dear 
servants of God, that He is about» to bless us with revival, and 
to reply to our prayers, ‘‘ According to thy faith be it unto 
thee.” 

We remain, dear brethren and sisters, 

Yours in Christ, 
ROBERT PATTERSON, 
. GRAY, 
HOPKINS, 
S. IRVING, 
J. K. LATHAM, 
C 
S 


HA 


. KELLOGG, 
. KING. 
San Francisco, 24th December, 1876. 
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